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The Life and Mission of 
Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi 

Shaykh Ahmad was bom at Sirhind, now in the state of 
Punjab north-west of Delhi, on Friday the 4th Shawwal 971 
A.H./26th May 1564 A.D., in a family with a long scholarly 
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This work, 94 which Shaykh Ahmad himself regards as his 
best contribution to the revival of Islam, has been little 
studied and far less appreciated. It is to this part of his work 
which we now turn. 
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the soul ( tazkiyat ’l-nafs)’, or ‘the feeling of God’s presence 
(al-ihsan)’ J These descriptions are good so far as they 
underline the basic orientation of Sufism, and highlight the 
close relationship that exists between Sufism and the 
SharTah. They do not, however, bring out those elements 
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This is a very important statement, particularly since it comes 

from a Sufi who is famous for his words of union and unity. We are not concerned here with Wall Allah’s rather strange 

It clearly supports all the points which al-Qushayri has made: way of characterising the two levels of mystic experience in 

that there is an experience of separation after union, that terms of wahdat ’l-wujud and wahdat ’l-shuhud. What we 
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by the remarks of an objector.’ 121 Sirhindl disparages very 
strongly transcendental visions and auditions. ‘The object of 
the Sufi suluk’, he says, ‘is not to view forms and images of 
transcendental realities, or behold colours and lights. In fact 
they are nothing more than play and fun . . . Forms, these 



Sufism and Shari‘ah 



of poverty, renunciation and devotion, and a Sufism of love, 
ecstasy, fana’ and illumination; and attributed the former to 
Prophetic Islam and the latter to external influences. Others 4 
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prophet is incomparably superior to the wall, and have shows them how to attain God’s pleasure. He preaches 

strongly condemned the opposite view. But when comparing religion as well as demonstrates how to practise and live it. 

the waldyat of a nabi with his nubiiwat, many a Sufi has This is what Sirhindl calls the way of the prophet (tariq 

extolled the former over the latter. The reason for doing this nubiiwat). 

does not he in the Qur’an and the Sunnah, which alone With those who follow him, the prophet struggles to build 
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rather boastful. He admits in all humility that they are the 
product of sukr. To his disciples who were shocked 138 by 
such loud claims, coming particularly from a preacher of 
sobriety, he said that they should never think that all that 
he had said or written was completely free from intoxication. 
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Moreover, if that is really the case, it would jeopardise the Isma‘11 has developed in his ‘Abaqdt 50 is a more successful 

value of mystical kashf and experience. Hence they have to effort to rehabilitate Sirhindi’s transcendentalism with the 

be essentially the same and their difference has to be concepts of Ibn ’l-‘Arabi. 

peripheral. 42 

With this presumption Wall Allah starts to reconcile 43 the 
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The same, is true for philosophical reason. Questions of his kashf and his vision, his ideas and revelations are to be 

man’s ultimate end and values are not to be decided on the validated with reference to the Prophetic truths; he has to 

basis of a philosophical theory (such as the one al-Ghazall obey the rules of his SharTah, observe the values and 

has developed) unless it is corroborated by the SharTah. priorities of his religion and follow the example of his life. 

Whatever honour or favour he receives from God is through 
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1. Nature and Purpose of Sufism 




the world is a shadow {all) of God, for that implies 
comparison and analogy. He simply affirms that God is 
Creator and that he is created; beyond that he claims nothing. 

Some people are led in the course of their spiritual journey 
to the belief in One Actor; they see no actor other than God. 
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Prophet (peace be on him) did not see his Lord the night of 
his ascension.’ But these self-deceived people claim that they 
see God every day, whereas the scholars are not sure of even 
one vision for the Prophet. God’s curse be on these block- 
heads! 
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Names and Attributes; and the walayat of Great Angels 
(Mala’ A’la ) goes beyond the veils of Names and Attributes, 
but it is not without die veils of states (shuyuri) and essential 
considerations (Vtibarat dhatiyah). Since prophecy and mes- 
sengership (nubuwat wa risalat) are not stained by shadow. 



